REF01/

Research Excellence Framework

Professor Andrea Liggins

Professor of Photography; Dean of Faculty Art and Design
University of Wales Trinity Saint David
Research Groups: Creative Industries Research and Innovation Centre;
The Centre for Lens Arts and Science Interaction

Evidence Portfolio: Uncertain Terrain — the Garden
Output Number: 2 of 4

Output Code: WIRAD-UWTSD-AL02

Output Type Code: M

Output Description: Exhibition

Author: Liggins, Andrea

Year of Publication / Production: 2008-2013

Location / Venue(s): Jawahar Kala Kendra, Jaipur Arts Centre, Jaipur, India 2013
Media: Photographic prints

Number of Works: 38

Wales
Institute of
Researchin
Art & Design



REF20) 14

Research Excellence Framework

Wales
Institute of
Researchin
Art & Design

WIRAD-UWTSD-ALO2



REF20)4
G o B 1 o W

Research Excellence Framework

Research Context

This research through photographic practice explores alternative ways of engaging with landscapes and gardens to
engender a greater sense of personal association and involvement with these spaces. The work recognises a
gendered perspective as a means of challenging the patriarchal and cultural norm of the ‘valued’ view. Liggins’
previous practice has been rooted within familiar regional locations, but this body of photographic practice extends
beyond Wales, to sites and spaces that are not only unfamiliar but in some cases are alien and conceptually
inaccessible. Many photographs for Uncertain Terrain — the Garden were produced in the centre and suburbs of
capital cities including Moscow, Oslo and Paris, as well as in the South of France and in both private and public

gardens.
Research Imperatives
The focus for this project was the representation of individual, personal and sensory responses to enclosed garden

spaces, where rather than creating descriptive images, Liggins’ aim is to immerse the viewer within the space, and

to provide a more immediate and intimate suggestion of the location.
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Project Methods

Liggins used lightweight cameras with plastic lenses and low image resolution to minimise the sense of formality
typically associated with garden photography, where the production of maximum detail is of paramount
importance. Using the photographic Baroque aesthetic, which celebrates the confusion and unpredictability of
vision, as a compositional device, her images are an attempt to capture the ‘otherworld’ qualities of the sites

visited. The photographs represented a personal reality and view of the gardens.
Outcomes and Dissemination

This body of works were exhibited at:
e Jaipur International Photography Exhibition, Chaturdik Art Gallery, Jawahar Kala Kendra, Jaipur, India,
14t -17™ April 2013 in a joint exhibition with artist Sarah Tierney
« The Gallery, British Council, Delhi, India, 3™ - 12™ May 2013 and further venues are pending

The preparatory stage of the research was tested in the group exhibition Unreliable Truths at the Glynn Vivian
Gallery, Swansea, Wales, 27" - 30" November 2008 and was featured in the accompanying catalogue Cocks M.
and Evans J. P. (2008) Unreliable Truths Swansea: Glynn Vivian Gallery. ISBN 978-0-903189-78-1. The exhibition

was disseminated by means of a symposium and public lectures.
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‘Uncertain Terrain — The Garden’, Culture Colony Quarterly (CCQ) Issue 1, Autumn 2013, interview by Ric

Bower

cco Features

Andrea Liggins and Sarah Tiemey
Uncertain Terrain - The Garden

Uncertain Terrain
~The Garden

As part of an exhibition tour in India,
Andrea Liggins and Sarah Tiemey of
University of Wales Trinity St Davids,
exhibited in Jawahar Kala Kendra,
Jaipur Art Centre. Professor Liggins
talked to us about the liberating
‘power of photography, sharing an
aesthetic and the challenges of long
distance framing.

Interview & portrait: Ric Bower

Unceran Terus

se 01
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My prints were 21" squares with a considerable
white surround so, to save on shipping costs we
sent the prints on ahead of us to be framed locally.
When we arrived in Jaipur Art Centre | noticed
that | was ten Images dovn. | eventually found the
missing work leaning on the wall on the opposite
side of the gallery. They'd been heavily cropped
to fit some oblong frames that had been sourced
for the exhibition and | had walked right by them
vithout even recognising them. There was no way
of reprinting them over there in the time, so we
took a gamble and instructed the framer to crop
the brutalised prints further, bringing them back to
square. Strangely the images didn't seem to suffer
from their involuntary slimming regime, once they
had been returned to their natural format. It seemed
that the Images required the rigidity of the square
to remaln legible, to prevent them from being too
chaotic. In a strange way the experience was an
affirmation of the unconventional approach | had
been pursuing

My work is not aspiring towards represen
in the tradiitional sense, where the frame a

tion.

the role of a ‘window onto another world, Instead
my image frame acts as a robust box to contain a
smorgasbord of visual clues and impressions, that
have as much to do with what is outside the I
field of view, as they have to do with that which

s actually caught up within it. | am not, of course,
the first artist to be thinking In this way. From early
20th century impressionism, through to the all-

immersive experience of first person shooter video
games, this approach boasts a rich heritage. It's a
heritage within landscape photography that has
been browbeaten, however, by a 300 year old
hegemony of Cartesian perspectival thinking and
all of the fixed viewpoint, Enlightenment baggage
that brings with it. | realised that there is simply
no such thing as a true objective viewpoint. My
work Is deliberately further contained within the
boundaries of the domestic garden rather than
the broader landscape as a whole. | could never
separate myself from the environment In which
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NEWSBYTES
Technokriti -2013 at SIT

Sine jonal Institute of T Jaipur ized a third National level Annual Techno Cultural Fest "Technokriti 2013'in
their campus near Sanganer,Jaipur in which more than 300 students from different engineering colleges participated.The fest was
graced by the Cabinet Minister for Industries,Government of Rajasthan Rajendra Pareek as the Chief Guest,Ganga Devi,MLA,Bagru
as Guest of Honor,Prof.Sandeep Sancheti,Vice Chancellor Manipal University,Jaipur as the special guest,Ganesh Singh
Githala,Chairman,SIIT and Sandeep Kulhari,Director,SIIT.

Jaipur Talks hosts Arefa Tehsin

The Happy Store and the BAG store under their joint nitiative —'Jaipur Talks' hosted an evening with author and wildlife warden of
Udaipur -Arefa Tehsin. The Talk was attended by over 50 children and their parents who were really excited to learn about snakes wild
boars figers,birds and many stories from jungles.The talk was followed by an interactive Q&A session.Jaipur Talks is an initiative to get
people together and engage them in a healthy discussion around a book review or an expert talk or screening of a documentary.The
BAG Library Store is a unique store,which has a book and a toy library with over 8000 books for all ages and over 500 toys and

games.

Harmony joins hands with eloquence

The budding artists of Soul of Symphony enthralled their audience at the Maharana Pratap Auditorium at their annual concert
"Harmony VII".The Musical fiesta was significant for more reasons than one as the Soul of Symphony has enlarged its curriculum to
include Rock & Pop and Speech and Communication Skills under the banner of Trinity College London.Prof Suman Yadav former
Dean and Head,Dept of Music,University of Rajashthan was the Chief Guest for the evening. The event was also attended by the North
India Head of Trinity College London.Anajali Mata represented the Trinity College London during the adoption of the syllabi of Rock
and Pop and Speech and Communication Skills.

Cultural fest at JECRC University

JECRC University will organize its three day cultural fest "Udaan -The Flight of Imagination ~2013"from April 25 -27 at the University
Campus.There will be fourteen cultural events to nurture various talents amongst students of several colleges,recognized Institutions
and Universities.Many attractive prizes (Cash Certificates and Medals) will be given for best performances.The main attraction of the
eventis the debate competition,which includes writing of an essay and a debate with first prize of rupees five lakh and two consolation
prizes of rupees thirty thousand and twenty thousand respectively.A large number of participants are expected to attend this grand
event

Photography workshop
ARCH Academy of Design organized a workshop for students of all guilds on photography.Prof Andrea Liggins and Prof. Sarah
Tiemney were the main speakers.Prof Andrea Liggins,Dean of Faculty of Art and Design holds a PhD in Photography and Landscape
2005 and has achieved a Personal Chair in Photographic Studies in 2007.500 students participated in the exhibition whereby only
153 students were selected by experts.21 ARCH students are also among the talented group.

Cultural celebrations at NK Public school

Gangaur and Baisakhi were celebrated in NK Public School,Murlipura with great in the school tudents from
Nursery to first standard put on Gaudi Dress and resembled the symbols of Ishar and Gangaur.A beautiful cultural programme was
also presented by the students on the occasion.Dr.NC Lunayach,Managing Director,NK Shikshan Sankul addressed the audience and
said, These festivals are symbols of enthusiasm and prosperity."He showered his blessings to all on this occasion
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Uncertain Terrain — the Garden | British Council

Sunday, May 12 2013, 10:55 AM

Uncertain Terrain — the Garden

“ay 2013 10:00 - Thu 16 May 2013 19:00

Uncertain Terain — the Garden, New Delfi

At Queen's Gallery
British Council Division

17 Kasturba Gandhi Marg
New Delhi -110001

Closed on Sundays
Entry: Open to all

This exhibition brings together the work of two photographic artists working in Wales;; both artists
have focussed upon the ‘garden’ as a space, a site of exploration, a metaphor, a place of inspiration,
a point in time, a process and a vehicle for their work.

Prof. Andrea Liggins "An exhibition of photographs that explore the edges, forgotten and untended
parts of gardens, which is part of ongoing environmental photographic work. My PhD research

i new ways of g the landscape to promote the forgotten and overlooked parts
of our landscape that are often important for environmental reasons. | have undertaken several
projects on this theme including working with scientists on the Barcode Wales project and exhibiting
the resultant photographs at the Nanshan Botanic Gardens in Chongging. A previous project took me
to Moscow as an artist in residence to take the concept and practice of this research into a city. The
exhibition is a selection of work from the past 3 years together with new work made specifically for

the show.

Sarah Tierney "The gardens | have returned to over many years once belonged to members of my
family who are longer of this world; these domestic gardens that | once played in, now exist as distant
memories, the place somewhere else and something else. | place my pinhole camera in these very
gardens that now belong to new owners and capture these spaces with very long exposures. | use a

Wales
Institute of
Researchin
Art & Design



REF20)4,

Research Excellence Framework

: o
o d
*‘——‘x g
ﬁw a:v«uﬂ:wi an::u:
‘ﬁmnmum&wma mnaﬂn:qnimﬂ

ffietn gz A S w
#mdwh—hwm‘lﬁ .

Rk

at _m__h_;...\...\éum

a2 25 R i

Internatlonal,photogralpyers mmJalpue[1
J B ke e

‘have delivered
The exhibited
Arelated to daily

b r 2] ers1ty of Wales
i inity g Kand Jawahar

Wales
Institute of
Researchin
Art & Design

WIRAD-UWTSD-ALO2




REF20)4
G o B 1 o W

Research Excellence Framework

‘Andrea Liggins’ recent work, snapshots made with mobile phones and disposable cameras, explores the
construction of 'the look’ of the more traditional camera and consequent ways of seeing. The affects of pictorial
framing come under scrutiny as domestic digital cameras downplay the aesthetic conventions and technical
sophistication of larger formats. How we look and what we see are in question as the snapshot informality,
limited depth of field and consequent priority of content over form interrupt accustomed viewing
experiences...Liggins is interested in countering legacies of Romanticism and Cartesian objectification of nature,
suggesting more intimate encounters within rural and semi-rural environments, including explicitly organised

spaces such as parks and gardens.’

Wells, L. (2011) Land Matters: Landscape Photography, Culture and Identity London: I.B.Tauris & Co Ltd
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Preparatory works exhibited at Unreliable Truths, Glynn Vivian Gallery, Swansea 2008

Unreliable Truths

on and illusion in

transformatly photographic practice \

contemporar

Unreliable Truths, Glynn Vivian Gallery, Swansea 2008
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Unreliable Truths

Catalogue, Unreliable Truths
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Installation view, Unreliable Truths
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Unreliable Truths symposium, Glynn Vivian Gallery, Swansea 2008
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