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ABSTRACT

This study deals with the history of the territory of Bahrain from the advent of
Islam to the end of the First Abbasid period. The study has been divided into five
sections: first section deals with the framework of the research: the second,
naming of the territory of Bahrain geographically; third section, Bahrain during
the lite time of the Prophet; fourth section, Cultural Life; five section, Source of
Economic Life in Bahrain. Appendices include the letters written by the Holy
Prophet to Bahrain, the names of the Governors of Bahrain of the First Century

of Hyra, followed by a bibliography.
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS

Hajj - Pilgrimage to Makkah

Islam : Submission to the will of Allah

Jami’ Masjid - Congregational prayer mosque

Jizya : Protection money paid by non-Muslims living 1n a Muslim States
Khutba : Friday prayer sermon

Masjid : Muslim place of prayer

Muslim : Believer in Islam

Salat . Five daily prayer

Saum : Fasting during month of Rammadan

Umra : Visitation to ka’ba and Prophets Mosque

Zakat : Obligatory payment by the rich to the poor



LIST OF TRANSLITERATION OF ARABIC CHARACTERS

b t
t dh
th a
J gh
h f
kh q
d k
d 1
r m
Z n
S W
sh y
S h
dh

VOWELS



CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1. Preamble

Thus study bears on the history of the territory of Bahrain spanning the years from
the advent of Islam to the Abbasid period. Historically Bahrain represented the
ternitory extending and including what are known today as Kuwait, Al Hasa, Qatar
and the present day 1slands of Bahrain known in the past as Awal. The status of
Bahrain is rated high among the States of the region since ancient times. It
attracted the attention of covetous eyes for its pearl-rich waters and 1ts vital

location straddling the important trade routes of the old world.

The Islamic historical heritage i1s considered one of the important pillars of the
Arab-Islamic civilisation. Hence, in the course of this study, it 1s possible to
have a comprehensive understanding of the various facets of the Arab-Istamic
civilisation prevailing in all Arab countries. There is paucity of scientific studies
on Islamic civilisation and hence it opens up a virgin field for study and research.
There is an acute need for undertaking fresh studies on the early Arab-Islamic
heritage in the different countries of the Arab world, particularly in the region ot

the Gulf and the Arabian peninsula because of their distance from the capital of

the Caliphate in Madina.



I studied the social phenomena in this territory, its local markets, its town
planning, the important tribes which were there, and the various creeds and
religions which prevailed there. I then studied the cultural aspect of this society
1ts poets and hiterateurs, the message of their poetry and the impact of this
culture on the society of the Bahrain territory. A major difficulty faced by the
researcher was the wvery few archaeological treasures investigated so far in
Bahrain. What the historians of this region wrote about in this region were
nothing more than passing references to them, incidental to the discussion of

other topics.

I therefore had no other option but to gather together all these small pieces of
scientific information scattered indiscriminately in various heritage books despite
their scarcity and despite their being very old publications. I resorted to a tield
study in Bahrain to obtain the greatest possible historical information and relied

on the Bahrain National Museum and the Historical Documents Centre.

The other difficulty was the ambiguity of the texts quoted by the historians and

the interspersed historical passages in other texts. The extraction of historical

information from these varied sources proved to be a time consuming process. It

had to be presented in a coordinated and easily understandable manner 1n the

thesis if the reader was to benefit.

I also had some difficulty in specifying the exact geographical locations of

certain places, their description and their importance and whether they accorded

2



with the current day concepts. While it is conceded that some of the Arabic

source material 1s not very accurate in this context, there has been no serious

etfort to compile a comprehensive historical atlas of these places.

Theretore this research must be seen as seminal from which further research can

be undertaken.

1.2. The Problem of the Research.

The problem was to deduce historical facts behind the political, social and cultural
circumstances of Bahrain since the Prophet's (PBUH) times to the Abbasid
period, a matter which rendered the study painstaking to an extent. One had to
highlight the role of Bahrain in political, social and cultural fields at that early
period in the history of Islam. The available historical sources concentrated on
the political and social events of these two reigns as seen from the capitals of the
Caliphates; Madina and Damascus. They did not particularly view the events
directly from the perspective of Bahrain. Hence it became necessary to recast
and follow the sequence of political events in this important period of the history
of the Islamic State and the serious developments which highlighted this period

in its political history marked by the transfer of the centre of rule from the

Arabian Peninsula to Syma.

From the methodological perspective the effort was greater as it involved

searching and collecting pieces of information from a wide variety of sources



dispersed all over the Arabian region. There were no historical sources dealing
directly with the general aspects of civilization in particular. The difficulty was
even greater when dealing with the cultural perspective since none of the
sources dealt with the cultural perspective of Bahrain independently and hence

I had to suffice with the matenal scattered in different historical locations.

1.3. Evaluation of the Sources.

There is no exhaustive book dealing with the subject-matter of this thesis. Hence
there was no alternative before the researcher except to refer to a myriad set of
manuscripts and books of different kinds. It is known that the important old
historians who wrote about the events of the early Islamic period were as follows:
Muhammad Bin Ishaq, (d.151H) wrote Kitab al Sira wal Mubtada wal Maghazi.

Hisham Bin Al Kalbi (d. 204H ) wrote Kitab al Tarikh and Akhbar al Khulafa.

Muhammad Bin Umar Al Wagqidi (d. 207H) wrote several books among which

are: Kitab al Sira, Al Ridda, and Al Tarikh al Kabir. Al Haitham Bin Ada (d.
207H ) wrote several books among which is A/ Wufud, and Al Khawaryy Ali

Bin Hasan Al Madayini (d. 25H) wrote Rasa’il al Nabi, Kutub al Nabi ilal

Muluk, Al Wufud, Tarikh al Khulafa wal Khawarij, and Al Ridda

Some of them wrote independent books about Bahrain such as the following
two books by Al Madayini: Khawarij al Banrain wal Yamama, and Amr al

Bahrain. However, none of these books have survived except for what has been

4



quoted by later writers from their writings such as Al Tabari, Blazeri, and Al

Jahiz. As for Al Taban (d.310H) his book Tarikh al Rusul wal Muluk is important
from the angle of Islamic history as he has presented much material covering the
events of the First and Second centuries of Hijra. In it, there is important

information about the spread of Islam in Bahrain, the correspondence between

the Prophet (PBUH), and the Bahraini people and the Abdul Qais deputation
This book also contains brief 1mportant references to the people, the

administration and the Khanjite movement.

As for Al Blazeri (d.279H) he has arranged his book Futuh al Buldan according
to the regions and the districts. His other book, Ansab al Ashraf has been
arranged on the basis of prominent families and personalities. The book Al Futuh
contains important information though briefly about the relations between
Bahrain and the Persians, the population, the economic conditions and the

letters exchanged between the Prophet ( PBUH ) and the people of Bahrain

The book Ansab al Ashraf contains valuable information about the Kharijites
of Bahrain and their movements. Blazeri has devoted more attention than others
to the financial, economic, social and housing matters. Yaqut has borrowed

much from what Blazeri has mentioned in Futuh al Buldan about Bahrain.

There are other historians such as Al Denwari (d 281H ) who wrote A/ Akhbar
al Tiwal. and Al Yaqubi (d. 346H ) who wrote two books Muruj al Dahab and

4] Tanbih wal Ashraf. He has discussed relations between Fars and Bahrain even



as he has referred to certain economic, social and administrative matters.
Although the two books contain brief information without being particular

about its source, nevertheless they have important references to Bahrain, its
relations with Fars, 1ts economic, social and administrative circumstances and

the spread of Islam therein.

In geographical books there are useful information about the location of Bahrain,
its borders, its waters, towns and cities, its villages, the population,
transportation and its administrative divisions. The oldest of these books 1s
Bilad al Arab by Al Ghada Al Asfahani of the 3rd century of Hijra. In this he has
dealt with the dwellings of tribes and derived his information from the narrators

and poets of those places. To Al Harbi (d.285 H) is attributed Kitab al Manasik,

Amakin Turuq al Haj, and Ma'alim Al Jazira.

The book Al Alag al Nafisa by Ibn Rusta (was alive in 290 H) has information

about towns and Islamic regions taken from ancient literary and geographic

sources. Ibn Khardazaba (d.300 H) wrote A/ Masalik wal Mamalik which

was used by Qudama (d.320H) for writing his book Al Khiraj wal San’at al

Kitab apart from other books such as Sifat Jazirat al Arab by Hamadani (d.

334H)), Masalik al Mamalik by Astakhr (d.364 H), and Kitab al Buldan by lbn

al Fagih Al Hamadani (d.356H). He included much valuable administrative

information borrowing his information from a number of writers such as Al Jahiz.

The book Surat al Ardh by Ibn Huqal (d. 367H) contains much usetul

information.



Al Maqdisi (d. 375H) 1n lus work, Ahsan al Tagasim fi Ma'rifat il Aqalim, has
brought in much information derived from his own observations in the course of
his many travels in Islamic countries. The late geographers among whom Yaqut
1s the most important, in his book Mu'jam al Buldan has given much information

about Bahrain derived from other sources in addition to valuable information on

1t’s own.

Among the geographical travelogues are those of Naser Khusro (d.431H), Ben

Yamin Al Tatili (d.569.H), and Ibn Batuta (d.779H). Their works have important
information concerning geographical descriptions, communications and economic
conditions. Generally speaking the geographical sources are rich in content. In the
books on A/ Ansab there is rich information on the Arab tribes which constituted
the population of Bahrain. The oldest of these is Jumhurat al Nasab by Ibn al
Kalbi (d.204H). It has much to say on the tribes and clans and has been a

reference material. It was used as the basic reference material by Ibn Farid (d.

321H ) in his book, Al Ishtigaq ; by Ibn Hazm (d. 456 H) in his book Jumharat
Ansab il Arab, and by Ibn Abdul Birr (d. 463 H) in his book A/ Anbah Ala

Qabayil il Ruwat. The books on Ansab have information on the political and

economic conditions prevailing in Bahrain.

The earliest work with some material on Bahrain available to us is the book, A/
Tabagat by Tbn Sa'd (d. 230H). Ibn Sa'd derived his information from the older
books mostly by writers like Al Wagqidi. His book contains very valuable

material on the conguest of Bahrain, the correspondence between the Prophet



(PBUH ), and the people of Bahrain and deputations to the Prophet. There 1s a
book on Al Tabagat by Khalifa Bin Khayyat (d.240 H). Among the other books
on interpretation and explanation there is one by Ibn Abdul Birr (d.463H) who
wrote Al Isti'ab fi Ma'rifat il As'hab; another by Ibn al Athir (d.630H) titled
Asad al Ghaba fi Ma'rifat il Sahaba, and the most in circulation among them

being A/ Isaba fi Ma'rifat il Sahaba by Ibn Hajar Al Asqalani (d. 52 H).

The above quoted interpretational books contain important information about the
conquest of Bahrain, the exchange of letters between the Prophet (PBUH) and
the people of Bahrain, the deputation waiting on the Prophet and important

material on economic conditions.

Among the source material which I used in this thesis are books on Hadith (oral

traditions) and Figh (religious jurisprudence). The important and reliable books

on Hadith are Sahih Bukhari: Muslim; Sunan al Drami ; Abu Dawud:. 1bn
Maja: Tirmizi: Nisa'i: and Al Masnad by Ahmed Bin Hanbal. These books have
valuable material on the conquest of Bahrain, the correspondence between the
Prophet ( PBUH ) and the people of Bahrain, economic and administrative attairs
and ideological matters concerning faith. Among these books are A/ Khiraj by
Abu Yusuf, and Al Amwal by Abu Obaid al Qasim Bin Salam. The biographical

books on the Prophet ( PBUH ) contain much valuable information on the

conquest of Bahrain and the deputation of Abd al Qais to the Prophet.

The oldest book on biography is by IbnIshaq (d. 151 H ). Important information



about the Khanjites of Bahrain 1s contained on books in the various sects and their

beliefs. In them there are essays by Islamists such as Al Ash'ari (d.324 H ) and in

Al Firaq Bain al Firag by Baghdadi (d.429 H).

Important source material for the thesis was found in literary books which

contained much information on the various places in Bahrain, 1ts water resources

and its economic and administrative conditions . These books could be divided
into the ones dealing with living conditions. These books could be divided into the
ones dealing with language, poetry and prose. The prominent ones on language
are Jumhurat al Lugha by Ibn Darid, Tahzib al Lugha by Azhari, Al Sihah by
Jauhari, Al Mukhassas by Ibn Sayyida, Lisan al Arab by Ibn Manzoor, Al Qamus
al Mohit by Firozabadi, and 7aj al Arus by Zubaidi. Among the poetical works
are Diwan Imra ' il Qais, Diwan al Farzadaq, Diwan Jarir, Diwan al
Hazalain. Diwan Bashar Bin Abi Dhazim, Diwan Turfa Bin Al Abd, Diwan al
Hatiya, Diwan al A'sha, and Naqaidh Jarir wal Farzadaq by Abu Obaida. The
commentaries and explanations on the books of poetry contain valuable
information on places and their economic circumstances. Among these books are
Sharh al Qasayid Al Sab, Al Tiwal al Jahiliyyat, by Ibn al Anbari; Sharh al

Mo'allagat al Sab by Al Zorny (d. 468 H), Al-Tabrizi (d. 528 H), and A/ Shi'r

wal Saho'ara, by Ibn Qutaiba (d.276 H).

The literary works which I made use of include Al Bayan wal Tabyin, Al
Hayawan, and other books by Al J ahiz (d.256 H), Al Ma'arif wa Uyun al Akhbar

by Ibn Qutaiba; A/ Aqd al Farid by Ibn Abd Ribbih; Thimar al Quiub, by

9



Thaalabi (d. 429 H); and Al Amta’ Wal Mu'anasa by Al Tawhidi (d. 414 H). The

manuscript by Blazen, Ansab al Ashraf deals with the history of the Arabs in the

periods of ignorance and Islam. Its style is a combination of the styles of A/
labaqat, Al Akhbar, and Al Ansab. Its main feature is its concern with military

matters such as the surveillance of hostile movements such as the 'Khawarij'.

1.4. Methodology and Structure of the Thesis.

The method of study 1is analytical and deductive based on the original matter, both
manuscript and printed. The historical facts were deduced by a critical

comparative study. These were the original Arabic sources, books of Muslim

geographers, and travelogues, and the tracing of genealogy.

I commenced with collecting scientific material, ascertaining their authenticity,
fixing the identity of the writer, determining the period of authorship and place,
examining the historical texts and exposing it to an outer and inner critical
examination for establishing the authenticity of the text, checking against any
error of judgement by the author, comparison, proving historical facts, organizing

and collating information and critically imparting to 1t a historical and scientific

garb in an acceptable historical mould.

Chapter one is an overview of the thess. The problem in carrying out the

research. The sources that have been used, and the structure of the thesis.

10



Chapter two describes the geographical divisions of the region into villages,

towns.

Chapter three looks at the early administrative system of Bahrain during the
period of the Prophet (PBUH) ever since he addressed letters to the people of
Bahrain inviting them to embrace Islam and this being accepted and the people
of Bahrain entering the folds of Islam. The study includes a discussion of the role
of Bahrain in Islamic conquests made during the reign of the Orthodox Caliphs as
also the position of Bahrain in regard to certain opposition movements such as the

Kharyite Movement, the Carmathian Movement and the Zenj Revolt.

Chapter Four deals with the eminent personalities that forged the cultural

direction of social life in Bahrain.

Chapter five identifies the Arab tribes inhabiting Bahrain such as Qais Bin
Tamim., Bakr Bin Wayil, Bani Hanifa, etc., and the places where they settled
down in Bahrain and their interrelationship. The study also deals with non-Arab
elements which settled down in embracing of Islam by the Arab and non-Arab
tribes. The study takes into account the classes of people among the citizens of

Bahrain such as the governing elite, religious scholars, traders, industrialists and

craftsmen. The chapter deals with social life and the commercial practices.

I chose the region of the territory of Bahrain as the subject for this theses with a

view to uncover the political, social and cultural history of Bahrain of the period

11



extending from the advent of Islam to the First Abbasid period. Despite the fact
that this period was noted for its civilizational and historical importance it did not
recerve much attention at the hands of scholars and researchers in focussing their

studies on 1t particularly on the political, social and cultural aspects. Hence I
selected 1t as a subject ot this thesis with the aim of complementing the scholastic

endeavours of students and scholars.

Therefore I recommend at the very outset, paying attention to manuscripts and
rare books in view of the fact that the construction of Islamic history for this
region requires many studies and researches because its political impact continues
to be felt to this day. Secondly, there is need for the Centres of Historical Studies
in the Gulf region to carefully preserve those documents which deal with the

Islamic region considering the continuous changes that are taking place in the

names of cities and other regions at present.

Thirdly, there is need for the historical centres functioning in the Gulf and for 1ts
museums to take great care and attention to the documents and manuscripts

which deal with the Islamic history of this region. Even there is need for seeking
the assistance of international museums and libraries in recording the names of

Islamic books available there to facilitate the work of scholars from this region

and of those who desire to study Islamic history.

Fourthly, the universities of the Arab Gult States should concentrate on Islamic

history of this region and not confine themselves only to the modern period.

12



Lastl ' ]
tly, there 1s need to attempt the preparation of an Islamic Historical Atlas of

this region as it was in the ancient times and co-relate it to modern times

13



CHAPTER TWO

DELIMITING BAHRAIN

2.1. Delimiting Bahrain

Bahrain 1s situated within the context of the Arabian Island which the historians
have divided into different parts, the most famous of them being the Yemen, Al
Hijaz, Al Yamama and then Bahrain.' Al Yamama and Bahrain, in the eyes of
some scholars, were counted as appended to Iraq but in the opinion of the

researcher they were extensions to the town of Hajr* and thus they come within

the fold of Yamama.®

The eastern terntory of the Arabian peninsula may be divided into two parts.One
part, the coastal plains which were named Bahrain. In the past, the Arabs gave

the name of Bahrain to the territory extending from the coast of the Arab Gulf

between Basra and Oman.* The other part includes the Heights of Saman and

Yaqut, Mu jam al Buldan, reviewed by Salahuddin Al Munjid, Matba'a Nahdat
Misr, 149H/1939, Vol.1. p.206.

ibid. Vol 1 p.507. Hajr was a town of Yamama.

The territories under the Arabian Island were: Tihama, Hiyjaz, Najd, Al Aroodh,
and the Yemen.

Al Bakri, Mu'jam ma Ustu 'jim, Reviewed by Mustafa Al Saqa, in Matba'a
Lajnat Talif wat Tarjama Wa Nashr, Cairo, 1364H-1945, p. 288; Al Qazwint:
Asar al Bilad we Akhbar al Imad, Dar Sadir, Beirut 1380H/1960. pp.77-78. Ibon
Abdul Haq: Marasid al Ittila ' Cairo, 1852 Vol 1 p. 130. Ibn Khaldun: A/ Ibar,
Manshoorat Dar il Kitab il Lunani, Beirut 1391H/1971, Vol 4 p. 197

14



extends between the coastal plains and the sands of Dahna with its width varying

between 80 and 250 metres.’

Despite 1ts small size Bahrain acquired unique importance in history and remained
for long periods the centre of attention because of its pearl wealth. It lay on the
ancient commercial route of the old world. It was an oasis rich in its sweet water
resources sttuated in the centre of the Gulf not far from the parched sands of
the desert. Bakri® while describing the spread of Bahrain stated that it was a vast
land east of which was the sea-coast and to the west linked with Yamama, to its

north with Basra and to its south with Oman.

Bahrain had 7 main towns: Qatif, Zara, Aqir, Awal, in addition to Al Ahsa,

Kuwait and Qatar.’

Baghdadi says® that the name of Bahrain was comprehensively applied to the
eastern coast of the Arabian Island extending from Basra upto Oman, Bahrain
Town and Hajr. What is notable is that the sources did not specifically refer to

the dividing boundary between Bahrain and Yamama or between Bahrain and

Al Bakri - Al Masalik Wal Mamalik, Review by Abdullah Al Ghunaim, in
Matba'a Kuwait 1965, p .110.

ibid. p. 129

Laghda Al Asfahani, Bilad al Arab, review by Hamad Al Jasir & Dr. Salah Al Ali
Publication of Dar al Yamama for Research, Riyadh 1388H/1968, p. 325

Ibn Abdul Haq, Marasid al lttila Asma’'il Ambika wal Biga, Vol 1, p. 167.

15
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11

12

13

Basra.

But from the northern side it extends until it reaches the end of the Arab Gulf

including within its borders Kazma.” The boundary dividing it from Oman is the

town of Jurfar,” which is counted in the second territory, the territories of the

Arabian Island consisting of Bahrain and Yamama.

Ibn Manzur '' says the following about Bahrain: “Bahrain is a location between
Basra and Oman. Bahri and Bahrain are attributed to it.” Yaqut'’ says that

“Bahrain despite its 3 different vowel endings remains a single mode.” But

3 salt water.

Zamakhshari says that it could be in dual mode as ' Bahran,
Here there is a difference of opinion on this part of the Arabian Island over

looking the Arab Gulf. Sometimes it is said "its name is Bahrain and it 1s Khatt,

Qatif, Ara, Hajr, Bainuna, Al Zara, Juatha, Sabur, Darain, Al Ghaba, Qasba, Hayr,

It is Jaun on the coast of Bahrain between Basra and Qatif. Between 1t and Basra
is a distance of 2 days and between it and Qatif a distance of 4 days. It 1s called
Kazima al Buhur which has plenty of rastures and wells. Yaqut Al Hamawi,

op.cit. Vol.1. p.347.

ibid. Vol.2. p.222. It is a fertile town near Oman and mostly called Jurtar.

Tbn Manzur: Lisan al Arab, Bulaq, Cairo, 1374H, Vol. 1, p. 166.
Yaqut Al Hamawi, op. cit. Vol.1, p . 247/,
ibid.
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23

Al Saga and Al Maqshar.™ Sometime it is named Hajr.'* In one respect all Bahrain

1s called Hajr.

Says Bakri'® it is a town in Bahrain and its origin is Persian.'” Al Hamadani says'®
1t 1s one of the biggest towns of Bahrain, a sug (market) of Bani Muharib. Abdul
Qais Ibn Huqal” counted Hajr as a town in Bahrain. However, Maqdisis® has

stated that the Hajr was the name of Bahrain and Al Ahsa, a view which is

supported by Yaqut * in his Mu'jam.

This researcher is inclined to agree with Al Maqdisi** that Hajr was the name
applied to Bahrain and its capital Al Ahsa. What supports this opinion i1s that Al
Bakri * did not specifically say whether this name was applied to the town as such

or to the suburb of Bahrain in general. He did not expand on his statement that

ibid, Vol.2. pp. 72 - 73.

Al Hajr bi Lughat Hamir, Wal Arab Al A'ariba Al Qarya minha Hajr al Banrain
- wa Hajr Najran, Hajr was a town with the base of Bahrain

Al Bakri : Mu'jam ma Ustu'jam, Vol. 4, p 340.

Yaqut Al Hamawi, op. cit. Vol. 5. p. 392.

Al Hamadani: Sifat Jazirat il Arab, review by Mohammed Bin Abdullah Bin
Bilhid al Najdi, Matb'a al Sa'ada, Cairo, 1953.

Ibn Huqal : Surat al Ardh, Manshurat Dar Maktabatil Hayat, Beirut, 1967, p.33.
Al Maqdisi: Ahsan al Taqasim fi Ma'fifat al Aqalim, Leiden, 1956, p. 93.
Yaqut, op. cit. p. 345.

Al Magqdisi, op. cit. p.93.

Al Bakri, op.cit. p.184.
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“it was a well known town of Bahrain,” he stated this while talking of Qatif

Yaqut stated that ** “Bahrain was a town of Hajr, and Hajr a town of Bahrain.”
It appears that the town of Hajr became a ruin and in its place al Ahsa sprang up.
Nasser Khusro” has mentioned that Al Ahsa was a rural town but he did not

mention the name of Hajr at all in his travels which indicates its nonexistence.

Ibn Batuta® has stated that he travelled to the city of Hajr which during his days
was called Al Ahsa and the name Bahrain came to stay for indicating all these
other names. This 1s what has been stated by Nasser Khusro who said that he had
travelled to Hajr but could not find 1t, but in 1ts place he found Al Ahsa. Perhaps
Ibn Batuta said this on the basis of what was current among the people then,
except that Nasser Khusro did not mention 1t. If we remember that he preceded
Ibn Batuta then he was more authentic and this yields the fact that the mention of

Hajr ceased when the Carmathians established themselves in Al Ahsa.

From the evidence there is every indication that the historical fame of Hajr 1s what
has been stated by Al Bahrani ¥’ as an environ for housing many mosques therein.

What attracts our attention is that Bahrain and Hajr were existing independently

Yaqut Al Hamawi, op.cit. Vol. 5, p.346.

Nasser Khusro: Safar Nameh, translation: Yahaa Al Khashhab, Beirut 1970,
p.142.

Ibn Batuta, Travels of Ibn Batuta titled Tuhfatul Nazzar fi Gharayib il Amsar,
Dar Sadir wa Dar Beirut lil Tiba'a wal Nashr, Beirut, 1379H, 1960, p. 280.

Al Bahrani, Anwar al Bahrain, Cairo, 1959, p. 39.
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of each other as is evident from the letters that the Prophet wrote to the two

rulers. © It appears therefore that Hajr was directly under Fars while Bahrain had

an indirect relationship with it.

To summarise, none of the old Arab writers have clearly described Bahrain's
position. Yaqut says that Bahrain was a comprehensive name applied to the Indian
Ocean coast extending from Basra to Oman. Then he becomes doubtful and
switches over to say that 1t 1s a town of Hajr, and Hajr 1s a town of Bahrain. At

other times he says that some people add Yamama to it when he maintains that

Yamama existed independently on the road from Makka to Bahrain.

It is to be noticed that Abul Fida® has bought in an expression in which, for the

first time, he speaks of a separating line between Bahrain and 1ts neighbours and

the end of Bahrain from the northern Hajr.

Ibn Khardazaba®® defines Bahrain by saying that "Bahrain 1s Katt, Qatif, Ara, Hajr,

Ibn Sa'd, Al Tabaqat, Leiden, 1324H, Vol. 2 p.19; Yaqut : Mu'ajam al Buldan,
Vol. 4, p. 270; Al Blazeri, Futuh al Buldan, Al Matba ' Al Sa'ada, Cairo, 1951;
Ibn Qutaiba: Al Ma'arif, research by Sarwat Okasha, Matba'a Dar al Kutub,
Cairo, 1969 p.353; Khalifa Bin Khayyat : Tarikh Khalifa Bin Khayyat. Research
by Akram Dhia al Aamiri, Adab press, Najat, 1883H/1967 Vol. 1 p. 299;

Al Yaqubi : Tarikh al Yaqubi, Brill, Leiden. 1368H, Vol 2, p. 99.

Abul Fida: Tagwim al Buldan, Research McCockene Dislain, Darul Tiba’a 1l
Sultania Press Paris, 1840, p.99.

bn Khardazaba : Al Masalik wal Mamalik, Brill, Leiden, 1889, p. 47; Quoted by
Ibn al Fagih, Mukhtasar Kitab al Buldan, Brill, Leiden, 1302H. p.30 but he
deleted Furug and Shunun and added Safa and Shab'an. It was also quoted by
Qudama Bin Jafar in Khitab al Kharaj, but with the deletion of Ara, Hajr, Furuq,
Bainuna., Al Zara, Shunun and the addition of Rumaila and Som. Khitab Al
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Furuq, Bainuna, Mashqar, Al Zara, Juatha, Sabur, Darain, Al Ghaba and

Shunun.”

The contlicting and confusing descriptions of Bahrain may be traced to two
causes: firstly, there were many ideological revolutions in Bahrain which burst
forth every now and then; secondly, these historians relied more on hearsay than
on direct observation. As for the derivative of Bahrain there are two
considerations first, it could have been derived from an Arab saying : "Baharat at

a Naqga iza Shaqqaqgat Udhunuha, meaning “the camel 1s let loose if its ear 1s

split.”

Al Buhaira: the split ear is an expression appearing in the Qur’an : "It was not
God who instituted superstitions like those of a slit-ear she -camel let loose for
free pasture, or idol sacrifices for twin-births in animals, or stallion camels freed
from work." 3! It could be that Bahrain was derived from an Arab proverb: "Qad
Bahara al Bairu Iza Uli'a Bil Ma fa Asabahu minhu Da'un," meaning, " the
camel is bound for the sea if he has a thirst for water but it is afflicted with a
sickness." It is said: "The garden became a lake for excess of stagnant water and

vegetation grew in it." Hence the garden is called a "Bahra " or a lake.””

Kharaj, Brill, Leiden, 1889, p.249; Magqdisi has mentioned Sabon, Ogair, Al
Ahsa,h Awal and Zarga, Maqdisi: Ahsan al Taqasim. p.71. The sources ha.ve
merely quoted the number of places without a mention of the. admmlstfatlve
districts and their relationship to one another. However, Magqdisi has mentioned

that Al Ahsa was a town of Hajra, Al Maqdisis: Ahsan al Tagasim, p.71.

Surat al Mai'da, Verse 106.

Yaqut Al Hamawi, op.cit. Vol. 2 p. 225.
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What seems correct is the view of Abu Mansur Al Azhari who said:® "T hey
named it Bahrain because in the vicinity of its villages there is a lake at the

entrance ot Al Ahsa. The villages of Hajr are located at 10 Farsukhs from the Bahr

al Akhdar. This lake was estimated to be 3 miles and it water does not flow; 1ts

water 1s stagnant.”

The sources differ in their interpretation of the name of Uwal. According to
Bakri™ it is a village of Bahrain, some say an island but probably it is an island in
the area of Bahrain. At the advent of Islam the name of Uwal was applied with

different interpretations. Al Ahsai said”> that the name Uwal was that of an idol

of the tnibe Ban1 Wayil of Abdul Qais in Bahrain. Shaikh Al Bahrani has said that
the name of Uwal bears relation to a brother of Aad Bin Shaddad.’® There is a
third opinion suggested by Ibn al Kalbi.>’ He says that Sana in the Yemen was

originally called Uwal in olden days. Its beauty was preserved until it was

devastated by the army of the Persian Hormuz and the tribes of Yemen migrated

Al Azhari: Tahzib al Lugha. Research by Ibrahim al Abyari, Dar al Kitab 1l Arabi
Cairo, 1975, Vol. 4 p. 30.

Al Bakri, op. cit. p.209.
Al Ahsai: Tuhfatul Mustafid, Riyadh 1978, Vol. 1 p.115.

He came from Yemen to found a good town with a good climate to compete with
his brother who had constructed fran Za al I'mad. Uwal on the Island of Bahrain

was suggested to him. When he came he found it a town with sweet water,
springs, vegetation and date-palm suitable for inhabitation. Al Shaikh Ali Al

Bahrani: Anwar al Badrain. Cairo. 1959. p.39.

Al Bakri, op. cit. Vol.1. p.209.
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43
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to Bahrain and revived the name of Uwal.*® There is an opinion which says that
Uwal was the name of a fish™ which was in abundance in these waters.* Perhaps
the more correct would be the view that Uwal was the name of an idol

worshipped by Bani Wayil of Abdul Qais as mentioned by Ahsai.

As for Qatar, Al Bakri says*' that it was a location between Bahrain and Oman.
Azhar** has described it as a Village between Oman and Ogair. In fact it was a
peninsula and according to Ahsai * it was in the north of the Arab Gulf and south

of the salt marshes adjacent to the Empty Quarter, with the Gulf in the east and

Al Ahsa in the west.

Bahrain was within the provinces of Iraq during the Umayyad reign** and related
to Basra whose Amir also supervised the administration of Iraq and also

Khurasan and the territories located on the Arab Gulf. However, Bahrain had a

ibid
Encyclopaedia of Islam, Vol.3, p.392.

It was said: “it had a length of 100 arm-lengths, more or less,” Shaikh Al
Ramwa. Nikhbat al Dahr fi Ajayib il Barr wal Bahr, Cairo 1923, Vol. 1 p.166.

Al Bakri, op. cit. p.183.

Yaqut Al Hamawi, op.cit. Vol. 4 p.135.

Al Ahsai: op. cit. Vol. 1 p. 507.

Yaqut Al Hamawi, op. cit. Vol.1 p. 24: Al Tabari: Tarikh al Rusul wal Muluk,

Brill, Leiden, 1883. Vol. 1 p. 73.
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separate governor.*” The governor represented the sovereignty in the country and

lorded over the people's affairs, looked into their grievances and appointed

regional governors and army commanders.

Bahrain was divided into administrative zones.*® However, historical sources
have mentioned the names of the governors of Bahrain but stopped short of
mentioning the names of the regional governors perhaps because their powers
were limited and they had little influence outside the scope of limited
administrative supervision. They were intimately connected with the Governor of
Bahrain as their direct authonty who held responsibility for all that happened. The
Umayyads depended on the Arabs for Bahrain's administration particularly from
the Umayyad branch. This region acquired economic importance and retained it
within the Islamic world. The Bureau of Basra was responsible for the upkeep ot
the Arabs of Bahrain.*’ As for the Abbasids *° Yaqut says : "When Banu Abbas

assumed responsibility they made Oman, Bahrain and Yamama into one unit with

the headquarters of the Emirate being in Hajr.*

It seems that the functions of the governors of Bahrain were the same as in all

Ibn Sa'd: A/ Tabagat, Vol. 2. p. 27, Cairo, 1930, Vol. 6,
p. 41.

Tbn Khardazaba: Al Masalik wal Mamalik, p. 152.
Al Tabari: A/ Umam wal Muluk, Vol.1, p.232.

Yaqut Al Hamawi, op. cit. Vol. 1 p. 346: Al Tabari, op cit Vol. 1. p. /3.

Al Blazeri: Futuh al Buldan, p. 95.
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parts of the State. The Governor had the authority to supervise his province such

as in matters of taxes and security. He used to collect protection tax from the
non-Muslims and the tenth part from the Muslims. Bahrain used to send what

remained surplus to its requirements to the treasury in Hijaz. It used to send only

what remained in the balance after payment of all local dues as otherwise the

locals would have revolted against him.

The land of Bahrain 1s divided into three parts, first, the coastal stretch extending
along the coast, the widest coastline 1s along the western coast of Bahrain.
Among the important characteristics of the coast is that it tends to extend
prominently though it does not prevent the presence of heights here and there
sometimes exceeding 10 metres. The second part consists of central plains and
occupies the major part of the area of Bahrain. It has a sharp slope from the west
to the east and includes a great number of sand dunes and deserts. The third Part
consists of sand dunes and the desert,” this represents the natural obstacle. It is
be noted that these sand-dunes are mobile by the action of storms and winds
which are plentiful in this region.” The most famous of these dunes 1s Marda Hajr
which is desolate and fallow, lacking in any tracks, it lies near Hajr.”* Yaqut has

described it’s dunes consisting of soft sands, it is fallow land near Al Ahsa

(Hajr).”

Al Ahsai, op. cit. Vol. 1, p. 10; Al Bakri, op. cit, p 82.
ibid. p. 218.
ibid. p. 212.

Yaqut Al Hamwi, op. cit. Vol. 4. p. 740.
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2.2. The Towns> of Bahrain.

2.2.1. HAJR.

It 1s a town in the interior away from the coast®® and Bahrain's most important
town so much so that the writers applied this name to Bahrain itself *® Hamadani
has described it as the biggest town of Bahrain.>” Ibn Hawqal has called it the best
part of its territory and its biggest town.”® The Persian Marzaban lived therein and
1t was an important trade centre with an annual Arab market being held there

before Islam.>” Al Hatam Ibn Jani'a came there when he turned an apostate in the
year 11H.*° Al Ala Bin Al Hadhrami® fought him there. It is identified as a

commercial base known today as Al Hofuf ** In the region of Hajr there were a

number of villages subordinate to it.

A town in Bahrain 1s normally an urban centre with a settled community of clans
and tribes, a jami'ah (congregational mosque), a major market, and a
municipality responsible also for a number of villages.

Bakri, op.cit. p. 218 "Hajr 1s about 12 leagues away from the coastline.”
Probably this is not correct because Al Ahsa nearby is 8 leagues away from the

coast as mentioned by Khusro.

Al Maqdisi: Ahasan al Taqasim, p.71.
Hamadani, Sifat Jazirat il Arab, p. 136; Al Astakhn - Masalik Al Mamalik, p.19

Ibn Hawaqal: Surat al Ardh, p.31;, Al Bakri, Mujjam ma Ustujim, p.146.

Yaqut Al Hamawi, op.cit. Vol. 4. p.153.

Al Tabari, op.cit. Vol. 1. p. 197; Ibn Khaldun, op.cit. Vol. 3 p. 283,

Al Afghani: Aswaq al Arab fil Jahiliyya, Vol. 4. p.46.

“Dairat Ma'arif Al Bustani”, Vol. 7 p.187; Al Hamadam, op.cit. p.12; Al
Dabbagh, Jazirat al Arab, Vol. 1 p. 183.
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2.2.2. AL MASHQOAR

It 1s a bastion of Hajr* lying in its north and close to it.** It seems that Al Mashqar

was an administrative centre because there was a congregational mosque. It was

63

64

63

66

67

68

69

70

an important trade centre and before Islam an annual trade fare used to be held

there.® A battle took place in it between the Arabs and the Persians.

2.2.3. AL SAFA
It was a fort near Al Mashqar ®’ and a borough of Hajr®® and Safa today. It is a

township of Al Mubraz in Al Ahsa.®

2.2.4. AL ZARA

It is a port on the Arab Gulf close to Qatif.” It is counted as one of the famous

“Diwan al Gharzadaq”, Vol.1. p.235; Al Azhari: Tahzib al Lugha, Vol. 7 p.214;
Al Quzwin: Aasar al Bilad, Vol. 11. p. 110.

Yaqut Al Hamawi: Mu'jam al Buldan, Vol. 4 p.241, Marasid al Ittila, op.cit.
Vol. 3 p. 105.

Ibn Al Faqih: A/ Buldan, p. 30; Yaqut al Hamaw1: Mu jam al Buldan, Vol. 4.
p. 241; Marasid al Ittila Vol. 3 p. 105.

Ibn Al Faqih: A/ Buldan, p. 35.

Al Tabari, op.cit. Vol.1. p. 285; Yaqut al Hamawi, op.cit Vol.3 p. 218

Ibn Abdul Haq, op.cit. Vol. 2. p.159.

Al Masudi: Muruj al Dhahab, Vol.1. p.111; Al Zubeiri: Taj al Arus, Vol.3,
p. 230.

Al Harbi: Al Manask, p.221.
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towns of Bahrain.”" During the Caliphate of Abu Bakr it was encircled by Al Ala

Bin Al Hadhrami. Later it was conquered during the Caliphate of Umar Ibn Al

Khattab in 13 H.

2.2.5. JUATHA

A town in Bahrain’ in which there is fort of the same name.” Bukhari states on
the authonty of Ibn Abbas as having said; “ On the first Friday when I assembled

in the Prophet's mosque of Abdul Qais in Juatha in Bahrain.”’* They selected it as

their main base and administrative centre.

In 11H. the apostates surrounded the Muslims in Juatha for a long time until they
were on the verge of being starved to death.” They were given a fight by Al Ala
Al Hadhrami at that place and a large number of them were put to death. The
Muslims captured whatever there was in their camp by way of equipment and

arms in the year 12 H.”

Blazeri, op. cit. pp. 85 - 86.
Al Masudi: Al Tanbih wal Ishraf, p. 392; Al Bakn, op.cit. p. 41.
Ibn Sa'd: Vol. 4. p.78; Al Qalqashandi: Nihayat al Irab fi Ansab il Arab, p.248.

Ibn Bukhari: A/ Jami' Al Sahih, Vol. 3 p.165; Abu Dawud: A/ Sunan Vol. 1
p.264.

Al Tabari, op.cit. Vol. 1 p. 261; Al Aghani, op.cit. Vol. 4 p. 45; al Asqalani: A/
[jaba fi Tamiz il Sahaba, Vol. 3 p. 88

Ibn Khaldun, op. cit. p.382; Al Dhahabi: Tarikh al Islam, Vol. 1 p. 373,
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2.2.6. AL SABON

It 1s a town of Bahrain which has been mentioned in the course of the war

against the apostates.”” It was captured by Al Ala Bin al Hadhrami during the

Caliphate of Umar Ibn Al Khattab in 13 H.”®

2.2.7. AL GHABA

It 1s a town of Bahrain in which there was a Persian population lived. They

opposed Islam and were put to death by Al Ala Bin Al Hadhrami” in the year

13 H.

2.2.8. DARIN

A famous port in Bahrain® which was captured by the apostates in 11 H. It was

a famous Arab market known for musk trade.®’ Today Darin is a village in the

district of Qatif **

Ibn al Faqih: A/ Buldan, p.30; Yaqut al Hamawi, op.cit. Vol. 30 p. 60.

Blazeri, op.cit. p. 85; Yaqut, op.cit. Vol. 1 p. 11 (Under the title Bahrain ) and
in 3/6 under the title Sabor.

Khalifa Bin Khayyat: A/ Tarikh, Vol. 1 p. 93; Blazeri, op.cit. p. 85.

Al Nuweirei: Nihayat al Irab, Vol. 12 p. 155; Firozibadi, A/ Qamus al Muhit,
Vol. 2, p. 132.

Ibn Khaldun, op.cit. Vol.2. p.348; Al Tabari, op.cit. Vol. 4 p. 173.

Al Ahsai, op.cit. Vol.1. p. 130, Al Dabbagh: Jazirat al Arab,
Vol.1. p.179.
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2.2.9. AL QATIF

A town of Bahrain near the coast situated about a mile®® northeast of Al Ahsa.®
It has plentiful date-palm® with fences around it, a trench and four gates.® Its
coast is called Qarah®’ and is known for quality dates.®® At the advent of Islam it

was one of Bahrain's two major townships.

The other big town was Hajr.* In the third century of Hijra there was a ' dais
in it. Al Hatam reached Qatif when he became a renegade to Islam.” Al Ala Bin
Al Hadhrami fought the Persians there and killed some of them while the

remainder fled to Al Zara,’? the fort formed a part of the town.”
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Hamadani, Sifat Jazirat al Arab p. 136; Al Bakri: Al Masalik wal Mamalik,
p.217.

Abul Fida, op.cit. p. 99; Naser Khusro, op.cit. p. 94.
Sifat Jazirat al Arab, p. 136; Ibn Batuta: A/ Rahla, p. 280.
Al Qalagshandi: Subha Al A'sha fi Sina’at il Insha Vol. 5 p. 56.

Al Azhari: Tahzib al Lugha, Vol. 4 p. 430; Yaqut Al Hamawi, op.cit. Vol. 4.
p. 44.

Ibn Bilhid: Sakih al Akhbar, Vol. 2 pp. 72 - 73.
Al Bakri: Mu'ajam ma Ustujim, p. 183.

“Diwan al Arzadaq”. Vol. 1 p. 51,

Al Tabari, op.cit. Vol. 1. p.196; Ibn Khaldun, op.cit. Vol. 3, p. 183.

Ibn Sa'd, op.cit. Vol.4p.78.



2.2.10. AL KHATT

It was an ancient town of Bahrain and descriptions vary as to its location. Thalab
described it as a island of Bahrain™ Ibn al Sakit described it as a jetty.”* Al Sakri

called it a village.”™ At another place he described Khatt as lying between Oman
and Bahrain.”’ Ibn Darid called it the sea coast of Bahrain and Oman.®® According
to Ibn Al Arabi Juatha was a town of Khatt.”” Azhari attributed the name Al Khatt

to the coastline of Bahrain with Qatif, Uqair and Qatar being its villages.'™ Ibn
Al Anbari considered Khatt to be the seacoast of Bahrain.'”! Ibn Khaldun has

placed Al Khatt by the side of Darin.™

What is probable is that Al Khatt was a port of the Arab Gulf through which the
ships returning from India passed. Al Kahtt is noted for its spears which were

imported from India by sea and sold in the rest of the Island.™ These spears

a Thalab: Sharh Diwan Zuhair Bin Abi Salmi, Cairo, p.115; Al Afghani: Aswaq al
Arab fil Jahiliyah, Damascus, Vol.9 p.146.

7 Ibn Mazur, op.cit. Vol. 7 p. 290.

70 Mu'jam ma Ustu'jim, op.cit. p.103; Yaqut, op.cit. Vol. 2 p. 207
7 Diwan al Hazaliyin, Vol. 2 p. 66.

8 Ibn Manzur, op.cit. Vol. 7 p. 290.

7 Yaqut Al Hamawi, op.cit. Vol. 2 p.136.

109 Al Zubeiri, op.cit. Vol. 5 p. 139; Ibn Abdul Hag, op.cit. Vol. 1 p. 258.

101 Al Bakri, op.cit. p. 203; Shaikh Al Ribwa: Nagbat al Dahr fi’ Ajayib il Barr was
Bahr, Leizig, p.220.

102 Ibn Khaldun, op.cit. Vol. 4p. 197.
103 Al Dainuri: A/ Nabat, Vol. 5 p.166; Hamadani, op.cit. p. 179.
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constituted the famous Arab weapon of war of proverbial fame.'® It seems that
Khatt was an administrative unit at the time of the advent of Islam'® and was
inhabited by the Jats and the Siyabija who joined the ranks of the apostates of
Bahrain in 11H."® The vanquished groups from Juatha sought refuge here but it
was conquered by Al Ala Bin Al Hadrami.'®’ In 67H, Najda Bin Amer Al Hanafi
sent a force of Kharijites to Al Khatt who subdued the local population.'®® After
this incident there 1s mention of Al Khatt no more which shows that 1t must have
lost its importance. Al Baida was located within the limits of Al Khatt east of
Thaj'” and was linked to the Valley of Al Sitar.''® There was much date palm
there as also sweet subterranean water and fortresses built of stone.""' Today

Baidha Al Khatt is the name attributed to a place near Jubail."**

104 Al Thalabi: Thimar al Qulub, p. 234.

103 Al Tabari: op.cit. Vol. 1 p. 238.
106 Ibn Al Athir: A/ Kamil fi Al Tarikh, Vol. 3 p. 208.

107 Blazeri, op.cit. p.86; Yaqut al Hamawi, op.cit. Vol. 1 p.211.

108 Al Tabari, op. cit. Vol. 4 p.196.

197 Al Azhari, op.cit. Vol.12. p.88; Ibn Mazur, op. cit. Vol. 11 p.129.,

110 Yaqut al Hamawi, op.cit Vol.1 p.136.
tl Al Hamadani, op.cit. p. 136.

112 Al Ahsai, op.cit. Vol. 1 p.10.
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2.2.11. AL AHSA

113

A town of Bahrain near the coast™ about 2 miles from Hajr."'* It is in the south -

west of Qatif two stages away > and has a market.''® Al Ahsa is famous for its
plentiful water resources and its many hot springs."'” Nasser Khusro who visited
in the year 443H has described 1t as a town surrounded by vast deserts. It is a
town with a thick population and has a fort in 1t. It has four successive rings of
strong fences built of strong bricks at an interval of about a league between them.
There are big springs in it which meet requirements of 5 market- places. All this
water is consumed within the town. Within the town and within the fort 1s a
beautiful city with all facilities and conveniences which are seen 1n big cities. There
is no congregational mosque in it, no prayers are held and no sermons delivered

in it. There is plentiful growth here of a kind which is suitable for animal fodder."”

Al Ahsa became the capital of Bahrain during the reign of the Carmathians and
their most important city after the old capital Hajr was ruined. The town was

rebuilt and fortified by the Carmathian leader Abu Taher Al Hasan Bin Ab1 Said

Al Jannabi in 3 14H. The new township was named "Al Mu'miniyya " but the old

HS Laghda: Bilad al Arab, p.243; Yaqut, Mu’jam al Buldan, Vol. 1 p.148 .
e Al Magqdisi, op.cit. pp .93 - 94.
1 Abul Fida, op.cit. p. 99.

e [bn Abdul Hagq, op.cit. Vol. 1 p.30.
L7 Al Qalgashandi: Nihayat al Irab fi Ma'rifat Ansab il Arab, p. 197.

118 Nasser Khusro, op.cit. pp. 93 - 94.
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town and its territory continued to be called Al Ahsa.'"

Today the name Al Ahsa 1s applied to the territory extending from the west coast
of the Arab Gulf starting from the southern borders of Kuwait to the borders of
Qatar, Oman and the Jafura Desert. In the west it is bordered by Al Saman which

1s very fertile and 1s known for its plentiful water and its warm and hot springs. It

produces plenty of different kinds of crops.'?

2.2.12. UQAIR

It is a port of Bahrain on the Arab Gulf'**' south of Qatif'** facing Hajr.'> Between
them is Laila!?* which has date - palm. It is a staging point between Oman and
Basra.'?* Uqair was an important commercial centre in which cargo ships from

China. Oman, Basra and Yemen'*® and it had a dais'*’ which meant that it was an

H2 Yaqut Al Hamawi, op.cit, Vol. 1 p.148; Al Mushm: 7he Black Gold Coast,
p.123.

120 Wagba: Jazirat al Arab fil Qarn il Ishrin, pp. 68 - 69.

121 Al Harbi: A Manasik, p.620; Al Bakri: Al Masalik wal Mamalik, p.217, Al
Azhari, op.cit. Vol. 1 p. 221.

122 Al Hamadani, op.cit. p.136.

= Al Azhari, op.cit. Vol. 1 p.221; Yaqut Al Hamawi, op.cit., Vol. 3, p.699; Ibn
Abdul Hag, op.cit. Vol. 2 p.168.

124 Yaqut Al Hamawi, op. cit., Vol. 3 p.199.
125 Qudama Bin Jafar: A/ Khiraj, p.193.

126 Al Harbi: A/ Manasik, p.330.
127 Yaqut al Hamawi: Mu jam al Buldan, Vol. 3 p. 210.
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administrative unit.

Today Ugqair 1s a port on the Arab Gulf south west of Qatif at a distance of 64

miles. It 1s considered a port of Al Ahsa and southern Nejd but it has suffered

neglect after the establishment of the port of Dammam.'?*

2.2.13 AL ZARQA

Maqdisi has mentioned it as a town of Bahrain'*’ but there is no mention of it in

any other source .

2.2.14 AL QALI'A

A big town which had an administrative unit ( dais ) in the third century of Hyjra

130

according to Al Harbi.

18 Al Muslim: Sahil al Dahab il Aswad, p. 30; Abul Ala: Jughrafiyya Jazirat il
Arab p. 325.

12 Al Maqdisi, op.cit. p. 71.
19 Al Harbi, op.cit. p. 221; Ibn Abdul Hag, op.cit. Vol. 3 p.147.
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132

133

134

135

2.2.15 The Other Villages of Bahrain.'*!

The sources speak of a large number of villages without a mention of their

locations in most cases. Many of them have become ruins and disappeared.

Among the southern villages are the following:

a) Shatt Bani Jazima

It is a coastal village close to the Oman borders.!*

b) Al Sabkha

It lies between Oman and Bahrain and a staging camp between Oman and

Basra '*

c) Al Qara '

It is stifl inhabited and located at the norheast of Hofuf.>> A general market is held

These are listed in accordance with their locations. There are villages whose
locations are not known and these are listed according to their population. There
are others about which neither their locations are known nor their population. A
village is normally denoted by an oasis, a tribe, the chief of whom 1s the headman
of the village. The village is smaller unit than a town, which 1s more cosmopilitan
The village is not responsible for dispensing with law, but, responsible to the
administration of the nearest town.

Al Masudi: Muruj al Dhahab, Vol. 1 p.110; Ibn Al Fagih: Mukhtasar Kitab il
Buldan, p. 231; Qudama Bin Jafar: A/ Khiraj, p. 193.

Qudama, op.cit. p.193. Yaqut Al Hamawi, op. cit., Vol. 3 p.30.
Yaqut al Hamawi, op.cit. p.139.

Al Dabbagh, op.cit. Vol. 1. p. 189
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137

138

139

140

141

142

143

144

145

146

there for the people of Al Ahsa on Sundays. Its population consists of farmers. *

d) Yebrin Abrin 7’

Al Sukkan has mentioned it as a village with many springs and date trees.'*® There
are forts m 1t and also swamps. It lies southwest of Bahrain'* close to Al Hasa.'*°
Between the tow there are two staging posts and the Haj.!*! Route from Oman
passes through it.'** It has access to Yamama as well as to Bahrain.'*® It is situated
southeast of Yamama'** involving a march of 3 days'*’ between them. It seems
that Yebrin was an admunistrative unit. According to al Harbi there were two
pulpits (daises ) in it in the third century of Hijra."*® It was destroyed by Abu Sai'd

al Jannabi, the Carmathian in 687H. Today the name Yebrin is applied to an

Al Ahsai, op.cit. Vol. 1 p.39.

Yebrin: Here the village is meant and not the sands. Laghda: Bilad al Arab, p.276

Diwan al Hati'a, p.128; Al Hamadani, op.cit. p.137.

Al Hamadani, op.cit. p.137.

Al Masudt, op.cit. p.294.

Yaqut Al Hamawi, op.cit. Vol. 4 p.105; Ibn Abdul Hag, op.cit. Vol. 3 p. 225;
quotes the distance between them as 3 days.

Hamadani, op.cit. p. 163.
Abul Fida, op.cit., p. 221
ibid. p. 85.

Al Masudi, op.cit. p. 294.
Al Zubeiri. Vol. 3 p.225; Ibn Abdul Haq, Vol. 2 p.23Z.
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148

149

150

151

152

153

154

Oases southwest of Al Ahsa.'*’ Water and dates are plentiful therein.!*® Its area

s 7,500 feddans with an average height of 720 &, above mean sea level '*°

e) Jabala

It is a village' located in the north of Hajr. Between Jabala and Ugqair there are

two stages and 1t is one of the two seats of administration of Hajr.'*!

) Daharan
Masudi has described it as a city of Bahrain.'>* Today it is a town situated west

of the coastal town of Al Khubar at a distance of ten km., and is well known for

its oil wells. !>

o) Al Ayun

It is a township bearing relationship to the poet Ali Bin Mugqarrib Al Ayuni,>*

Fuad Hamza: Qalb Jazirat il Arab, p. 49; Al Dabbagh, op.cit. Vol. 1 p. 180; Ibn
Bilhid, op.cit. Vol. 2. p. 89; Al Ahsai, op.cit. Vol 1 p. 30.

Al Dabbagh: Jazirat al Arab, Vol. 1 p.180.

ibid,

Yaqut Al Hamawi, op.cit. Vol. 2, p. 270; Ibn Abdul Haq, op.cit Vol. 1 p. 239,
Al Harbi, op.cit. pp. 620, 621.

Al Masudi, op.cit. p.292.
Al Muslim: Sahil Al Dahab il Aswad, p.32.

Yaqut al Hamawi, op.cit. Vol. 3 p.166; Ibn Abdul Haq, op.cit. Vol.2. p. 298
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156

157

158

159

160

Today it is a group of villages'> north of Qatif

h) A’ far

It 1s situated in the interior at a distance of 4 farsakh from!5 Qatif.

1) AL Jonan

It is close to Ayn Mahlam.!*’

) Aslaj
It 1s a village with dates and other crops which is irrigated by a branch of the

River Mahlam.!°®

k) 1arif
It has been described by Al Bakri as a village"™ known today as Al Taraf It is a

well known village of Al Ahsa and rich in dates and rice fields.'® It is east of Al

Hofuf

Sahih Al Akhbar, Vol. 5 p.214; Al Ahsai, op.cit. Vol. 1 p.22.
Yaqut Al Hamawi, op.cit. Vol. 1 p.64; Ibn Abdul Haq, op.cit. Vol. 1, p.70.
Yaqut Al Hamawi, op. cit. Vol. 2 p.160; Al Zubeiri, op.cit. Vol. 9 p.168.

ibid. Vol. 3 p.177; Al Zubeir, op. cit. Vol. 2 p.238.

Al Bakri, op.cit. p.291; Yaqut Al Hamawi, op.cit., Vol. 2 p.236.

Sahih al Akhbar, Vol. 4 p.52; Al Ahsai, op.cit. Vol. 1 p.91.
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1) AL Sahla'

This 1s a ruined village with its venue being the west of Al Taraf '

m) Najba'®

It 1s waterpoint which is uninhabited.!** now it is known as Al Najabiyya.

n) Aynain

It 1s a centre of date palm. The poet Khalid Aynain'®’® is associated with it.

0) Ank.

Al Masudi has mentioned that it is a coastal town under Qatif.'® It is situated

southeast of Qatif '®’

16] Ibn Al Fagih: Al Buldan, Vol. 30; Yaqut Al Hamawi, op.cit., Vol. 3; p.198.

102 Al Ahsai, op.cit. Vol. 1 p.16.
163 Yaqut Al Hamawi, op.cit. Vol. 4 p.245; Ibn Abdul Haq, op.cit. Vol. 3 p.198.

164 Al Ahsai, op.cit, Vol. 1 p.29.

165 Al Nagayis, Vol.1. p.144; Majam' Al Amsal, Vol. 2 p.203; Al Shi’f’ wal Shu'ara,
p.282. His name was Abdullah Bin Darim Bin Malik of Abdul Qais.

166 Al Masudi, op.cit, p.294. According to Yaqut it is a village near Bahrain, Vol.12.
p.237.

o7 Wahba, op.cit. p. 75;
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p) Dara
It is a village."™ Yaqut has mentioned it as a famous place and flourishing. '

Today 1t 1s known as Ayn Daa of the oil-wells of Al Ghazia '™ It is situated

northwest of Al Hofuf

q) Al Rumai

It is a province of Bahrain.'” Today it is an inhabited place of Hofuf with a

peasant population.’”?

r) Yutal
A village of Bahrain with water and date palm.'” It is situated in the vicinity of

Tuwaila'™ north of Bahrain.'” It belonged to Tamim Ali Bakr Bin Wayil.}"

163 Also Known as Jauf Dara.

169 Yaqut Al Hamawi, op.cit. Vol. 2. p.216; Ibn Abdul Haq, op.cit. Vol.1. p.281;
It 1s a province of Bahrain.

179 Al Ahsai, op.cit. Vol. 1. p.13.
t Qudama, op.cit. p.249; Ibn al Fagih, op.cit. p.31.
e Al Dabbagh, op.cit. Vol. 1. p.189; Al Ahsai, Vol.1. p.40.

173 Abu Ubaida: Al Nagais, Vol. 1. p.205; Laghda: Bilad al Arab, p.348.

174 Laghda: Bilad al Arab, p.348.

17> Al Bakri, op.cit. p.192.
176 Abu Ubaida: A7 Nagais, Vol. 2 p.123; Al Bakri, op.cit. p. 192
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178

179

180

181

182

183

184

185

186

s) Al Ajwaf "’

It is situated in the north of Al Ahsa.'” As'hahi has described it as a group of

villages with water. Today it 1s known as Al Jawf, The Amir of Al Ahsa used to

protect it for Abla.'” It lies to the north of Al Ahsa.'®

t) The other sources mention other villages without stating their locations.
Hence these are mentioned according to their population. However, it 1s not

necessary that a single tribe or clan should live in an area or in nearby areas.

Villages of Bani Amer Bin Abdul Qais:

Yaqut has mentioned many villages in each of which the Bani Amer lived
without stating their specific places.These are: Al Sadir,”™ Hurran Al

Kubra, '®Hurran Al Sughra, Al Dabira,'®* Aujar," Kanbut,'” Al Radam,™ Al

Yaqut Al Hamawi, op.cit. Vol. 2 p.157.
Laghda: Bilad al Arab, p.344.

Al Ahsai, op.cit. Vol. 1. p.11.

Yaqut Al Hamawi, op.cit. Vol. 3. p.211.

Yaqut Al Hamawi, op.cit Vol. 3, p. 260. It could be Suweidara, the well known
province east of Al Hotut

ibid. Vol. 2 p.232.
Ibn Abdul Hag, op.cit. Vol. 2 p.290.

Yaqut Al Hamawi, op.cit. Vol. 1. p.297.

ibid Vol. 1. p.288.

[bn Abdul Hag, op.cit. Vol. 3. p.87.
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Mazeera'a,'*’ Al Nagiyya,'® Naha, Al Murida,'”® Al Jar,”®' Al Ramal '®* Al

Farda, and Siwar.

The villages of Bani Mohanb Bin Abdul Qais: Ibn Al Fagih has mentioned several
villages in which the Muhanb lived without specifying their locations. These are:

Al Rajraja,’” Al Matla,”™ Al Torbal,'” Al Arja,'”® Ard Noah,"” and al Nabta.

187 Ibn al Fagih, op.cit. p.35.

188 Al Ahsai, op.cit. Vol. 1. p.33.

187 Yaqut al Hamawi, op.cit. Vol. 4 p.222.

190 ibid Vol. 1 p.60.

1 Ibn Abdul Haq, op.cit. Vol. 1. p.5.

192 Al Bakri, op.cit. p.246.

193 Ibn al Faqgih, op.cit. p.31; Al Ahsai, op.cit. Vol. 1. p.14.
19 Ibn Balhid, op.cit. Vol. 4 p.246.

12> Ibn al Faqih, op.cit. p. 31.

196 ibid. p. 31

197 Ion Abdul Hag, op.cit. Vol. 1. p.47.
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Qura Bin Atarid of Tamim.

Among them Yaqut has mentioned Al Salit,”® Al Rafiga,'*”® Zalama *® Uneeza,*"!

Daquqa,*®* Dakhla,*” Taba,”** Al Shinun,?®”® and Al Aara 2%

2.3. The Villages of Bahrain

The willages of Bahrain mentioned by Yaqut are as follows:

1. Ardh Noah.*’
2. Asbaz.*"®

3 Ojar: of Bani Amer of Abdel Qais.””

8 Yaqut Al Hamawi, op.cit. Vol. 2 p.239; Al Zubeidi says that it was a township
of the Abd al Qais, Taj al Arus, Vol. 5.5, p.229.

2 Yaqut Al Hamawi, op.cit. Vol. 4 p.235. It is believed that Al Rafiqa 1s the area of
Al Ragiga joining the south of Al Hofuf where its traces are visible as being a

very big city.
200 Yaqut Al Hamawi, op.cit. Vol. 3. p.280.
201 ibid. Vol. 3. p.238.
202 Yaqut Al Hamawi, op.cit. p.181.
203 Ibn Abdul Haq, op.cit. Vol. 1 p.295.
204 Yaqut Al Hamawi, op.cit. Vol. 3, p. 385.
205 Al Bakri, op.cit. p.246.
206 Ibn Khardazaba, op.cit. p.152.
207 Abul Fida, op.cit. Vol. 1. p.208. '
208 Ibn al Faqih, op.cit. p. 30.

20 Ibn Khardazba, op.cit. p. 60.
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211
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213

214

215

216

217

218

219

4. Al Badw - A village of Hafar between Zarayeb and Al Houza.?"

S. Thaj.*"’

6. Anjar: A village of Bani Abdel Qais and then of Bani Amer.?!?
7. Jabala: A village of Bani Amer Bin Abdel Qais. 3
3. Janb: A diminutive form of Jarab of the villages of Hajr.”**

9. Al Jiaz: two villages in Bahrain.*"

10.  Haran: Kubra and Sughra (Greater & Smaller).*'

11. Al Dabira: a village of Bani Amer Bin Al Harith.*"’

12. Al Rafiga: a village of Bahrain from where the Nasr emigrated as a group
of learned men with a history. Among them was Mohammed Bin Khalid Bin

Bajila. Rafigi Uwed to come there. Mohammed Bin Ismail Al Bukhari has spoken

of Al Rafiq.”"*

13. Al Rajraja: a village of Abdel Qais.*"

Ibn Huqal: Surat al Ardh, p. 27.

Yaqut al Hamawi, op.cit. Vol. 2 p.237.
Ibn Srusta: Al Alaq al Nafsiyya, p.96.
Ibn Khardazaba, op. cit. p.39.

Yaqut Al Hamawi, op. cit. Vol. 2 p.67.
Ibn al Fagih: op.cit. p.30.

Al Bakri, op.cit. Vol. 2. p.458.

Al Bakri, op.cit. Vol. 2. p.248.

Ibn Hugal, op. cit. p.38.

Al Astakhri, op.cit. p.19.
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14.  Ramila: a diminutive form of Ramla of Bani Bani Moharib Bin Umro.2

15.  Riman : a village of Abdel Qais.*!

16. Al Zara : a big village among whom is Marzaban Al Zara. It has a mention

in Al Futuh. Al Zara was conquered in 12H %%

17. Al Sabkha.**

18. Al Sahla.***

19. Al Sadir: a village of Bani Amer Bin Abdel Qais.**’

20. Al Tarbal **°

21.  Zalama.*”’

22. Al Zahran: a Bahrain village of Bani Amer of Abdel Qais.**

23.  Aduli.*”
24. Al Arja : a village of Bani Moharib of Avdel Qais. **°

25. Al Ugqair : a village on the sea coast near Hajar.

220 Al Masudi, op.cit. Vol. 2. p.56.

2= Al Hamadani, op.cit. p.4.

222 Ibn Rusta: A/ Alag al Nafsiyya, p.96.

223 Al Magqdisi, op.cit. p.71.

224 Ibn al Faqih: op.cit. p.30.

222 Ibn Khardazaba, op. cit. p.39.

226 Ibn al Faqih, op. cit. p.30.

227 Shaikh al Ribwa: Nakhbat al Dahr, 220.
228 Mu'jam: Vol. 3. p.300.

229 ibid.

250 ibid.
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26. Shabak.

27 Uneza.

28. Al qarda: a village of Bani Amer Bin Al Harith with links to Ahmed Bin
Hibat Allah Bin Muhammad Bin Ahmed Bin Muslim Al Qardi Abu Abdullah Al
Magqir: was from Basra but lived in Daskara Nahr al Malik, lived there until death.
29.  Katib: 2 villages of Bahrain, the big and the small.

30.  Kanabut: a village of Ban1 Amer Bin Abdel Qais.

31. Al Marzi: a village in Bahrain where ‘Id prayers were oftered. It was
Ramla of Bani Muharib.

32. Al Murida: with no vegetation, A village of Bani Amer Bin Al Harith Bin
Abdel Qais.*

33. Al Matla: a village of Bani Moharib Bin Umro.**

34.  Nabata: a village of Bani Moharib Bin Abdel Qais.

35.  Najba: a village of Bani Amer Bin Abdel Qais.*”

36. Al Nagiya: a village of Bani Amer Bin Abdel Qais.**

37 Naha: a village of Bani Amer Bin Al Harith.*>

38.  Wajra: a village near Hajr.”*

231 Yaqut: op. cit. Vol. 4 p.145.

22 Abul Fida: op. cit. Vol. 4 p.275.
23 jpid. p.275.

234 jpid. p.180.

235 jbid. p.226.

236 Yaqut Al Hamawi, op.cit Vol. 4 p. 105.
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Yaqut has applied the name “Al Nawahi” to some places; Adam; Hawar; Al
Sitar;*”’  Sara. He has applied the term to some localities such as: Babain,
Burgan, Bark, Al Ghamad, Bainuna, Tawam, Jiyar, Ra'an, Saboor, Silmi, Al

Saidan, Shibr, Sahsah, Tareef, Qasr Juatha, Murabb'a, Hudan.>®

It is curious that some localities were big including a large number of villages*”
while some were towns in the 4th century of Hijra such as Ainuna and Sabur.**
Yaqut has not clarified what was meant by Al Mawadi and may be Al Nawahi

(localities) were bigger than Mawadih and consisted of several inhabitations.

2.4. The Important Towns of Bahrain.

1 AL Ahsa: Ahsa Bani Sa’d; Hajr Ahsa Al Qatif - was well known and
famous. The first one to establish it, fortify it and make into a settlement

was Abu Taher Al Hasan Bin Abi Said Al Jannabi Al Qaruti. It continued

until the times of Yaqut to be famous and populated.**

2. Awal The most famous of Bahrain cities.**”

27 Al Bakri, op.cit. p.169.

238 Yaqut Al Hamawi, op.cit. Vol. 1. p. 88.
237 ibid. Vol. 3 p.48.

240 Ibn al Faqih: op. cit. pp. 30 - 31.

24 Yaqut, op.cit., Vol. 1. p.148.

22 jpid Vol. 2. p.437.
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243

244

245

3. Baranjan. A town in Bahrain conquered by Abul Ala Bin Al Hadhrami in

13H or 14H during the times of Umar Ibn al Khattab.?*

4 Juatha. According to Yaqut it was the fortress of Abd al Qais conquered

by Al Alz Al Hadrami during the period of Abu Bakr around 12 H.

According to a text of Ibn al Arabi Juatha was a township of Al Khatt and Al
Mashqgar was a township of Hajr. Juatha was the first place where the

congregation assembled on Friday after Madina. **

5. Hawarain. A town in Bahrain conquered by Ziyad Bin Umro Bin Al

Mundhir. It came to be known as Ziyad Hawarain.”®

0. Darin. ( Ajetty ) It is said that the Muslims captured Darin under Al Ala

Hadrami: the Gulf was legitimized. **°

7. Safar. A town of Bahrain. **'

8. 4] Shaba: a township known as Kharba in Awal that 1s the land of Hayr

ibid Vol. 1. p.4635.
ibid Vol. 2. p.136.
ibid. p.354.

ibid Vol. 2. p.537.

ibid. p.39.
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and Bahrain.**

9. Al Qatif. During the times of Yaqut it was the chief town. Before this

period it was known as Kut.**

10. Al Mashgar. According to Ibn al Faqih it was a fortress between Najran
and Bahrain . It was a big fortress of Abd al Qais. They occupied another

fort known as Al Safa before Hajr and a mosque at Mashqar. According

to Yaqut Al Safa was a town of Hajr.*>’

-

248 ibid. p.347.

249 Yaqut, op. cit. Vol. 4 p.143.

250 Yaqut, op. cit. Vol. 4 p.541.
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BAHRAIN DURING THE TIME OF THE PROPHET.

3.1. Deputation of Al Ala Bin Al Hadrami to Bahrain.

Bahrain 1s one of those countries where Islam spread peacefully without any
violence. History narrates many episodes which show that the people of Bahrain
were anticipating the arrival of a new prophet. For instance, Al Ashba' Al
Mundhir Bin Ayez was said to have been the friend of an ascetic with whom he
used to have an annual meeting. Once he met him at Zara when the ascetic told
him: "A Prophet will appear in Makka who will partake of a gift offering but will

not accept charnty. Between his shoulders will be a mark of prophethood and

1]

piety.

After a period the ascetic passed away and Al Mundhir waited for his prediction
to materialise. When he heard of the Prophet (PBUH) in due course he sent his
nephew Umro Bin Abdul Qais to Makka. He carried with him some merchandise
such as dates. sheets etc. He arrived in Makka during the year of the migration
(hijra). He met the Prophet and saw for himself the marks on his body to which

the ascetic had alluded and was satisfied. He embraced Islam and the Prophet

(PBUH) taughth him the opening chapter of the Qu’ran, and "Read ! in the name

1 Ibn Hajar: Al Isaba fi Tamiz il Sahaba, Vol. 1.p.44.
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of the Lord " and said to him: “invite your uncle to it.”

When Umro returned he concealed his conversion to Islam and performed his
prayers 1n secret. His wife informed her father Al Mundhir about it whereupon

he came to Umro and learnt the news. Mundhir also was converted but kept it a

secret for a time.’

The Prophet (PBUH) sent a letter to the people of Bahrain through Al Ala Bin Al
Hadrami,* his representative to Al Mundhir Bin Sawi and other Bahraini rulers
inviting them to enter the fold of the religion of God. There 1s some difference
of opinion about the date of the Prophets (PBUH) letter to the people of Bahrain.
Some say it was in the sixth year after the Truce of Hudaibiyya while some others
attribute it to the seventh year before the conquest of Makka. Yet a third source

places it after the conquest of Makka in the eighth year. A fourth source traces it

to the ninth year.” What is notable is that most of the letters which the Prophet

(PBUH) sent were not dated.

It is thus that the historians consider the conquest of Bahrain to be peaceful
without involving fighting. There were those in Bahrain who accepted Islam, and

there were those who reconciled with Al Ala on the basis of an equitable share ot

Al Ahsai: Tuhfatul Mustafid, Vol. 1. p. 60.
Tahzib al Tahzib, Vol. 3. p.68.

Ibn Sa'd: Al Tabaqat, Vol. 4. p.259.

Ibn Hajar, op.cit. Vol. 1. p.164.
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10

food grains, dates,® and the Magians paid the jizya tax.” Al Ala Bin Al Hadhrami

wrote out a charter of peace between him and the people of Bahrain. It stated:

"In the name of God, the Beneficent, the Merciful !

The basis on which Al Ala Bin Al Hadrami has made reconciliation with the
people of Bahrain on condition that they will not object to us and share with us
the date - produce. One who does not abide by its terms will attract God's scorn
and the curse of the angels and all men.

the Jizya tax was fixed at a dinar.” °

Al Mundhir Bin Sawi responded to the call and became a Muslim. He invited all
of the people of Hajr to embrace the new faith but there was a mixed response.
The Arabs accepted Islam but the Magians and the Jews refused and the jizya tax

was imposed on them® at the scale of half of their food grains produce and

dates and allowed to remain in their old faith.™

Al Ala Bin Al Hadrami thus settled with them on these terms. When Al Jarud

returned to Bahrain he invited his community to enter the fold of Islam. They

responded to his call without any hesitation. Thus they affirmed their faith in him.

Blazeri: Futuh Al Buldan, p. 94.

Ibn Kathir: A/ Bidaya wal Nihaya. Vol. 4. p. 165

Blazeri, op.cit. p. 99.
Thn Al Athir: A4/ Kamil Fi Al Tarikh, Vol. 2. p.146.

Ali Al Bahrani: Anwar al Badriyin, p.26.
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After a short period the Prophet (PBUH) breathed his last. The people of the
tribe of Abdul Qais said: "If Muhammad was a Prophet then why did he die?”
When Al Jarud heard this he collected his people and spoke to them thus: “O

People of Abd al Qais ! Tam going to ask you a question. Tell me if you know

it and 1if you don't know it do not answer.”

They said : “Ask what you may.”

He said : “You know that God has had Prohets before ?”
They replied: “Yes.”

He asked: “ Do you know it or did you see it ?”

They replied: "We know it."

“What happened to those Prophets 77

"They died."

"And so 1t 1s that the Prophet (PBUH) died like other prophets before him. I bear
witness that there 1s no God besides Allah and that Muhammad 1s his servant and

Prophet.”

They said: “You are our leader and the best of us.” Then they remained steadfast

in their faith.!!

There are two very famous accounts. The first says that his name was Al Jarud
Bin Al Mundhir. The second says that Al Jarud Al Ma'ani was Ibn Bashar Al
Ma'alli. According to this account Al Jarud Bin Al Mundhir remained for

sometime then taken over by Al Hasan Bin Sirain. As for Al Jarud Bin Al Ma'alli

Al Tabari: 41 Umam wal Muluk, Vol. 2. p.155; Ibn Kathir, op.cit. Vol. 5, p.148;
Ibn Sayyid il Nas: Uyun al Asar, Vol. 2. p.234.
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13

14

he died during the caliphate of Umar and was buried in Qubbat al Tin with

Nu'man_ !

We see that the reversion of the Abd al Qais once again to their faith after they
heard Al Jarud was because of their absolute conviction. This may be explained
In terms of the situation that existed then and that the Abdul Qais wanted to
stabilise themselves in the midst of confused surroundings when Bahrain was beset
with a number of conflicts involving the Persians, and other Arab tribes who had
decided to become apostates.’” They wanted to realise some of their interests in
Bahrain and Al Jarud was able to mobilise them in support of the religion of God.

They joined the war against those who had retracted from Islam and helped Al

Ala.

3.2. Deputation of Abdul Qais to Madina.

Historical sources speak of two deputations led by the Abdul Qais to the Prophet

(PBUH). One of them was by Al Ashajj and he was so named because of a scar

on his forehead. When the Prophet (PBUH) met him and asked him his name he

said it was Al Mundhir. The Prophet said: "You are Al Ashajj,”"* and since then

Al Dhahabi: Tajrid Asma Al Sahaba, Vol. 1. p.75; Ibn Hisham: Al Sirat al
Nabawiyya, Vol. 4. p.175; Ibn Al Athir: Asad al Ghaba, Vol. 1. p.151.

After a long struggle one of the leaders of Bin Bakr, Al Muthanna Bin Al
Haritha joined Al Ala and contributed a great deal to subsequent conquests.
Mahmood Ali Fayyadh: A/ Tarikh al Islami, p.115.

Al Qalqashandi: Subha Al A'sha, Vol. 1. p.138
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he was known as Ashajj. He set out in 9H, which was the year of deputations by
a number of Abdul Qais. The sources differ as to their number but they proceeded

to Madina to meet the Prophet (PBUH) and swear allegiance to him.'?

The historical sources are not agreed on the date of the first Abdul Qais
deputation to Madina.'® What seems correct is what was stated by Ibn al Athir!’
and other histonans. According to them the delegation reached Madina in 9H and
consisted of 25 men. The call of Islam had received a tremendous response and
scored many triumphs after the conquest of Makka. Delegations started waiting

on the Prophet (PBUH) seeking his protection and satety.

The deputation was treated to the hospitality of the Prophet (PBUH) at the house
of Ramla Bint il Harith!® where it stayed for ten days under the leadership ot Al
Mundhir Al Ashajj.”® After the return of Al Ashajj to Bahrain the deputation
visited Basra and stayed there.?* The Prophet looked at the horizon on the
morning when the deputation was due and said: "A column will arrive from the
east who are not inimical to Islam. They joined the riders and have finished their
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