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A typical colliery settlement at Abergwynfi,
once a self-sufficient community, now in
physical and social decay. The geography
transforms a rigid grid layout of terraced
housing into pleasantly haphazard hillside
patterns reminiscent of the hilltop villages in
Italy. {But who can survive effectively here
now that employment is non-existent and the
rail links to the coast have been severed ?)




The Avon Colliery, known as ‘the Ocean’,
was closed in 1968.




This village attracts the attention of sociologists
and architectural schools in the way

pathologists gather round a unique corpse.
Of course it’s easier to handle ard dissect now. O‘/] MW\Q\, '




